Character Education

New Jersey, PTA and Character Education, Perfect Together! 

By virtue of membership in your individual PTA and your residence in the state of New Jersey, you gain many perks. You are a member of National PTA and NJPTA and all the rights and privileges included in that distinction. You are also citizens of the state of the union that is the trailblazer in Character Education! 

The commitment to Character Education by the State of New Jersey is unprecedented throughout the country. “The New Jersey Character Education Partnership (NJCEP) Initiative was announced in January 2000 as part of the Governor’s State-of-the-State message. The purpose of this initiative is to assist public school educators to adopt validated character education programs that will meet the developmental needs of students throughout New Jersey by promoting pro-social student behaviors and creating a caring, disciplined school climate conducive to learning.”1

Character education is a proactive initiative to address the whole child as a student today and a member of our society tomorrow. Character education in a school requires its’ leaders, parents, teachers, administrators and staff to make a conscientious decision to model, instill and instruct students and each other in agreed upon values. The decision to undertake such an initiative is only the beginning of a long term process on which the entire school community embarks.

“Character education represents an important source of balance in efforts to improve our schools. Character education encompasses school-wide climate enhancements, infusion of core ethical values into the curriculum, and teaching strategies that help young people develop positive character traits such as respect, responsibility and caring. Finally, character education supports academic achievement by providing a nurturing environment for students where children feel safe, competent and confident.“ 1

Funding is provided to back up the State’s commitment to this initiative. “A dedicated state aid line item in the Governor’s FY 2003 budget provided $4.75 million to public school districts, approved charter schools and state facilities to be devoted to character education program development and implementation during the 2002-03 school year. The Department of Education administers the initiative and supports implementation of character education programs through professional development and information networking.” 1

“The Character Education Partnership state aid funds have been appropriated again in New Jersey's Fiscal 2005 Budget. Each N.J. school district received an allocation notice and application from the NJ Department of Education in early September for approximately the same amount/pupil that was allocated last year (about $2.90/pupil).” 2 

In 2003, NJPTA added a Chairmanship for Character Education to its Board of Directors. It is my privilege to serve in that capacity. My credentials includes attendance at 2 Character Education Partnership Conventions, Philadelphia and Atlanta, attendance at a New Jersey Character Education Convention, Ewing, NJ, attendance at workshops offered by the New Jersey Center for Character Education and charter membership in the Character Education Initiative Core Committee in my home school district. This initiative has been ongoing for more than 5 years. My home district is one of the 10 demonstration districts for the New Jersey Department of Education Character Education Initiative. As Character Education Chair, I represent NJPTA at the New Jersey Department of Education’s Character Education Advisory Board, and wherever the President deems appropriate. I wrote the criteria and administer the NJPTA Character Education Award annually and I disseminate Character Education information to NJPTA Board Members. I am available as a resource to any PTA that is interested in this important topic. I am also in close communication with the New Jersey Center for Character Education.

One of the purposes of PTA is to promote the welfare of children and youth in home, school, community, and place of worship. The State of New Jersey endorses this purpose by providing support for Character Education in our schools. Imagine a school where character driven traits are the norm, not the exception. Imagine what that means to each participant in that school, parents, faculty, staff and students. Finally, imagine your child attending that school and what s/he can accomplish in such a setting as a student and as a person! In this endeavor New Jersey, PTA and Character Education really are perfect together!

1. New Jersey Character Education Partnership website
http://www.state.nj.us/njded/chared 

2. New Jersey Center for Character Education website
http://www.edsolution.org/character_ed 
 

Below are suggested Character Education articles from National PTA's Our Children Magazine

Character Education Begins at Home
Your Cheating Part: An Opportunity to Teach Kids About Integrity
Academic Honesty: Teaching kids not to take the easy way out
Sticks and Stones May Break My Bones AND Names WILL Hurt Me
What To Tell Your Child About Prejudice And Discrimination
Minding Miss Manners, Advice for teaching your children good behavior
